The Temptations of Jesus and the Pillars of Piety
Matthew 3:13–4:11

Matthew 5:43–6-18

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him,
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to
him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased.”

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, so that you may be children of your
Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect. “Beware of practicing your piety before
others in order to be seen by them; for then you have
no reward from your Father in heaven.
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. But when you give alms, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
“When you are praying, do not heap up empty
phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need
before you ask him.
“Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us
to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do
not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal,
like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as
to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.”

[Almsgiving (rather than hoarding)]
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to become
loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God.’”
[Fasting (rather than testing)]
Then the devil took him to the holy city and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do
not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
[Praying (rather than self-aggrandizing)]
Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All
these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you,
Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.’” Then the devil left him, and
suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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